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Stay Informed: National AMBER Alert Awareness 
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For more information, visit: National Center for Missing and Exploited Children – Get Help Now: Amber 
Alerts and US Department of Justice’s Office of Justice Programs – AMBER Alert 

 

As National AMBER Alert Awareness Month concludes, the NTIC encourages the public to 
stay informed and subscribe to relevant notification programs, including the Wireless 
Emergency Alerts program (WEA)—the primary way to receive AMBER Alerts. The AMBER 
Alert system is named after Amber Hagerman, a nine-year-old girl who was murdered after 
being abducted in Texas in 1996. It is operational in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands. Several countries around the world have also created 
their own AMBER Alert programs.  
 

• Alerts are triggered when a child, 17 or younger, is abducted and meets the 
criteria of the AMBER Alert program: the child is in imminent danger of 
serious bodily injury or death; there is sufficient identifiable information 
about the incident for law enforcement to disseminate to the public (age, 
gender, clothing last seen wearing, vehicles involved, last known location, 
etc.); and the child’s information has been put into the National Crime 
Information Center database. 
 

• Law enforcement sorts AMBER alerts into four categories: endangered 
runaways, family abduction, non-family abduction, and lost, injured, or 
otherwise missing. According to the National Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, in the rare cases of a stranger abducting a child, children 
are most often targeted traveling to and from school. 
 

• According to the US Department of Justice, 967 children have been 
successfully recovered as of September 2019—including 58 recoveries as a 
direct result of the WEA program pushing out AMBER Alerts. Successful 
recoveries include cases where individuals identified the abducted child 
and/or vehicle based on an AMBER Alert and then notified law enforcement. 

 

 

How Do I Receive AMBER Alert Notifications and Stay Informed? 
Most data-enabled devices and wireless phones are set up to receive primary alerts through the 

WEA program. Please contact your phone provider if you experience issues. 
 
The WEA program is a public safety alert system that pushes out warning notifications to the public—
in the geographically affected area—about critical emergency situations. Notifications can include: US 
Presidential alerts, AMBER Alerts about missing children, alerts about dangerous inclement weather 
conditions, and other imminent threats to life and safety. WEA also provides recommendations on 
how citizens can remain safe (i.e. shelter-in-place alerts). 
 
Citizens who use social media platforms, such as Facebook and Twitter, are encouraged to “Like” and 
“Follow” AMBER Alert pages and accounts to receive secondary AMBER alert notifications. Users 
are also able to share notifications and posts with their online friends and followers.  

Example of a 
Facebook AMBER 
Alert notification 

(Source: AdWeek) 

http://www.missingkids.org/gethelpnow/amber
http://www.missingkids.org/gethelpnow/amber
https://amberalert.ojp.gov/
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/wireless-emergency-alerts-wea
https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/wireless-emergency-alerts-wea
https://www.facebook.com/AMBERalert/
https://twitter.com/AMBERAlert

