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Dear District Educators,

Every January, the United States observes National Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month, 
during which it seeks to raise awareness of, and opposition to, human trafficking and modern slavery. 
This observance first started in 2011, when President Barack Obama issued a Presidential Proclamation
on January 11, a day since known as National Human Trafficking Awareness Day. President Donald 
Trump has endorsed efforts to combat this scourge, signing additional bills, including the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (S. 1862), the Abolish Human Trafficking Act, the Frederick
Douglass Trafficking Victims Prevention and Protection Reauthorization Act, and the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act (S. 1312).  

The District of Columbia’s Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency (HSEMA) and the 
National Capital Region Threat Intelligence Consortium (NTIC) are pleased to provide the first annual 
Human Trafficking Awareness Information Packet that offers timely and relevant information on human 
trafficking and high-risk threats to children. The packet contains information on trafficking trends,
indicators on how to recognize signs of trafficking, and information on how to report suspected
incidents. In addition, we hope you will listen to our January “HSEMA Off the Record” podcast where
we interview experts on trafficking from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children and
The Human Trafficking Legal Center. To listen to what these professionals have to share about this
issue, please go to ready.dc.gov/offtherecord.

To protect our communities, we need help from you, our community partners, who are on the frontlines. 
With the resource packet and the podcast, we hope not only to inform, but to initiate a dialogue on ways 
we can work together to guard against the potential threats traffickers and child predators pose to our 
communities. You are more likely to see, identify, and report suspicious behavior that may be indicative 
of trafficking and exploitation. By sharing information and concerns you can help us more effectively
detect, warn, and mitigate potential threats to our city, organizations, and communities. Only by working 
together can we build resilience and better protect our communities.

Thank you for the valuable work you do every day. We look forward to working with you in 2020 to 
combat trafficking and child exploitation.

Respectfully,

Dr. Christopher Rodriguez 
Director 
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ADOLESCENT SEX & 
THE HUMAN SERVICES 
PROVIDER CEU 
WORKSHOP - HUMAN 
SEX TRAFFICKING AND 
THE ADOLESCENT: 
AN INVISIBLE SOCIAL 
PROBLEM

This session will review key 
definitions and concepts, 
explore factors that place 
young people at higher 
risk for sex trafficking, 
recognize the impact of 
sex trafficking on young 
people, discuss specific 
intervention strategies 
for service providers and 
describe practical steps for 
providing sexually exploited 
and trafficked youth and 
survivors with appropriate 
support and service referrals 
without inflicting further 
traumatization.

February 20, 2020 
9:30 AM – 4:30 PM EST

The National Center for 
Children and Families 
6301 Greentree Road 
Building 3 
Bethesda, MD 20817

SIGN UP HERE

UNITAS COMICS:
Candy Con
BFF
I See You

Superstar

Follow UNITAS on 
Instagram @unitascomics

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/adolescent-sex-the-human-services-provider-ceu-workshop-tickets-83886259059?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yI6i0MgGl0o&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=400hC4vRFbY&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=calEeQOMnLM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2BYbqN4omeU&feature=emb_logo


Are you or someone you know a 
victim of HHUUMMAANN  TTRRAAFFFFIICCKKIINNGG?

HOMICIDE • FINANCIAL FRAUD • ELDER ABUSE • SEXUAL ASSAULT • STALKING • ASSAULT • HATE CRIMES • DOMESTIC VIOLENCE • AND MORE

CALL NOW: 1-844-4HELPDC

The DC Victim Hotline provides free confidential, around-the-clock 
information and referrals for victims of ALL CRIME in the District of Columbia.

Call or text 844-443-5732. Services also available via chat at DCvictim.org/chat.



FACT SHEET:
Trafficking of Persons with Disabilities in the United States 

Individuals with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to human trafficking.1 One 
of the very first cases recognized in the United States as human trafficking 
involved a peddling and begging ring in New York City in the 1990s. Traffickers 
brought 55 Mexican nationals who were deaf to the United States to beg and sell 
trinkets on the subway.2 The Trafficking Victims Protection Act (TVPA) of 2000 
created new tools to hold traffickers accountable, including those who trafficked people with disabilities. Congress 
passed the law after the Supreme Court reversed a conviction for defendants charged with holding men with cognitive 
disabilities in involuntary servitude on a dairy farm in Michigan.3  Congress created a new crime: forced labor.4    Since 
the TVPA’s passage, federal prosecutors and civil litigators have used the law to bring multiple cases against traffickers 
exploiting people with disabilities. 

Trafficking of persons with disabilities for forced labor – and benefits 
As in all trafficking cases, perpetrators use force, fraud and/or coercion to hold victims with disabilities in 
servitude. While victims with disabilities may be trafficked into sex or labor, many cases include one additional 
element: the theft of Social Security and disability benefits. The opportunity to steal government benefits provides an 
added incentive for traffickers to target persons with disabilities. 

Theft of government benefits, such as SSI,5 has played a role in several cases prosecuted by federal authorities. A 
federal RICO indictment brought in Pennsylvania charged Linda Weston and four co-defendants with labor and sex 
trafficking. The conspirators held six adults with cognitive disabilities in forced labor and sexual servitude for years, 
even forcing some of them to have children. Weston targeted individuals with disabilities who were estranged from 
their families, convincing them to move into her home. Once they did so, she became their “representative payee,” 
stealing her victims’ Social Security benefits. Weston and her co-conspirators kept the captives locked in closets, 
cabinets, basements, and attics. The traffickers trafficked two female victims into forced commercial sex. The 
traffickers subjected the victims to extreme physical and sexual abuse. Two victims died in captivity.6 

In 2014, a federal court sentenced an Ohio couple to three decades in prison for holding a woman with cognitive 
disabilities and her child captive for two years. The traffickers stole the woman’s disability benefits and forced her into 
domestic servitude. Defendants subjected both victims to physical violence, restricted their food intake, and threatened 
them with attack by pit bulls and snakes. The adult victim was forced to have sex with the male defendant. The 
defendants also injured the adult victim in order to obtain painkillers for the traffickers’ use. The adult victim escaped 
after police arrested her for shoplifting a candy bar.7 In another federal trafficking case, two sisters convinced an 
unrelated 18-year old woman with intellectual disabilities to move into their St. Louis home. The defendants promised 

1 According to the State Department, “[p]ersons with disabilities remain one of the groups most at risk of being trafficked.” U.S. Dep’t of State, 
Trafficking in Persons Report 39 (2012). 
2 United States v. Paoletti-Lemus, et al., No. 1:97-cr-00768 (E.D.N.Y. 1998). 
3 Prosecutors indicted the case under the involuntary servitude statute. Because the perpetrators did not use violence or threats of violence, the 
Supreme Court ruled that convictions under that statute could not be sustained. United States v. Kozminski, 487 U.S. 931 (1988). 
4 Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, 18 USC §1589. 
5 The Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program pursuant to Title XVI of the Social Security Act provides cash benefits to individuals who 
suffer from a long-term mental or physical disability. 
6 Indictment, United States v. Weston, No. 13-025-1 (E.D. Pa. Jan. 22, 2013). Weston pled guilty to all charges. She was sentenced to life in 
prison plus 80 years and ordered to pay the Social Security Administration over $270,000. WTKR, Linda Weston Sentenced to Life in Prison 
Plus 80 Years for Holding Disabled People Captive, Nov. 6, 2015, http://wtkr.com/2015/11/06/linda-weston-sentencedto-life-in-prison-plus-
80-years-for-holding-disabled-people-captive/.
7 United States v. Callahan, Nos. 14–3771/3772 (6th Cir. Sept. 8, 2015). Dep’t of Justice Press Release, Ashland Woman Sentenced To 32
Years In Prison For Labor Trafficking And Related Crimes Involving Disabled Woman, July 24, 2014, https://www.justice.gov/usao-
ndoh/pr/ashland-woman-sentenced-32-years-prison-labor-trafficking-and-relate-crimes-involving
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to “care” for her. Instead the defendants stole the victim’s disability checks and held the young woman in forced 
prostitution.8 

Trafficking by family members, guardians, and residential care providers 
Relatives and caregivers can also perpetrate human trafficking against those entrusted to their care. Walter Strong, 
appointed as Conservator for two married adults with cognitive disabilities, stole the victims’ benefits. He also forced 
the victims to perform manual labor on his small farm and sexually abused the female victim. Strong refused to pay for 
the couple’s living expenses unless the victim performed sexual acts.9  In a 2009 case, U.S. v. Kaufman, a federal court 
convicted two defendants who abused victims at a residential care facility in Kansas. Arlan Kaufman, a doctor of social 
work, and Linda Kaufman, a licensed nurse, ran the unlicensed residential care treatment center for the mentally ill for 
more than 20 years. The Kaufmans stole Social Security benefits and billed Medicare for the “services” provided to 
mentally ill residents of their group home. Victims were forced to perform nude manual labor and record videos of sex 
acts.10 

In 2013, a civil jury handed down a $240 million judgment against Henry’s Turkey Service in a case brought by the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission. For 20 years, 32 men with intellectual disabilities eviscerated turkeys in 
an Iowa-based turkey processing plant for just 41 cents an hour. The men, from Texas, had been transferred from a 
residential care facility to the work site in Iowa. Forced to live in squalor, the men faced constant physical and verbal 
abuse, as well as harsh discipline.11 Their employers deducted money for room and board from their earnings.12 The 
civil case, brought by the EEOC under the Americans with Disabilities Act, included testimony from a renowned 
expert in the disabilities field, Dr. Sue Gant. Commenting on the case, Senator Tom Harkin commented, “It’s as close 
to involuntary servitude as I’ve ever seen.”13 

For more information about federal cases involving the trafficking of persons with disabilities, please contact the 
Human Trafficking Legal Center. HT Legal maintains databases of all criminal14 and civil15 trafficking cases 
brought in the U.S. federal courts. Visit the Human Trafficking Legal Center at www.htlegalcenter.org. 

8 United States v. Wallace, 605 F.3d 477 (8th Cir. 2010). Wallace pled guilty and was sentenced to 20 years in federal prison. The second 
defendant also pled guilty and received a five-year sentence. FBI Press Release, July 22, 2009, https://www.fbi.gov/stlouis/press-
releases/2009/sl072209a.htm. 
9 Frankenfield v. Strong, No. 12-cv-00054 (M.D. Tenn. filed June 22, 2012) The court entered a default judgment in favor of the plaintiffs in 
the amount of $690,962.24. In a related criminal case, Strong pled guilty to a theft charge and a lesser charge of sexual battery. He was 
sentenced to two years in state prison and ordered to pay $105,480.84 in restitution. State of Tennessee v. Walter Strong, 2012-CR-51, 2012-
CR-52 (Clay Cty, 2013). 
10 United States v. Kaufman, 546 F.3d 1242 (10th. Cir. 2008). Arlan and Linda Kaufman were convicted of involuntary servitude and health 
care fraud, and sentenced to 30 and 15 years in federal prison, respectively. THE KANSAN, Kaufman Sentenced to 15 Years in Prison in 
‘Nude Therapy’ Case, Nov. 24, 2009, http://www.thekansan.com/article/20091124/NEWS/311249986. 
11 U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, Jury Awards $240 Million for Long-Term Abuse of Workers with Intellectual 
Disabilities, May 1, 2013, http://www.eeoc.gov/eeoc/newsroom/release/5-1-13b.cfm. 
12 Dan Barry, The ‘Boys’ in the Bunkhouse, N.Y. TIMES, Mar. 19, 2014, http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/03/09/us/the-boys-in-the-
bunkhouse.html?_r=0. The jury verdict was reduced to $1.6 million due to verdict caps. 
13 Id. 
14 Federal criminal cases include United States v. Kozminski, 487 U.S. 931 (1988); United States v. Paoletti-Lemus, et al., No. 1:97-cr-00768 
(E.D.NY. 1998); United States v. Evans et al., No. 3:05-cr-00159 (M.D. Fla. Aug. 25, 2006); United States v. Kaufman, 546 F.3d 1242 (10th. 
Cir. 2008); United States v. Laguna-Guerrero, No. 8:10-cr-00193 (M.D. Fla. filed May 6, 2010); United States v. Bagley, No. 10-cr-00244 
(W.D. Mo. filed Sept. 8, 2010); United States v. Wallace, 605 F.3d 477 (8th Cir. 2010); United States v. Lendon, No. 12-cr-00166 (M.D. Fla. 
filed Oct. 3, 2012); United States v. Weston, No. 13-025-1 (E.D. Pa. filed Jan. 22, 2013); United States v. Mathews, No. 4:12-cr-00190 (E.D. 
Mo. Mar. 15, 2013); United States v. Jackson, No. 13-cr-00246 (W.D. Mich. filed Dec. 12, 2013); United States v. White et al., No. 3:14-cr-
00078 (N.D. Tex. Filed Feb. 19, 2014); United States v. Haskins, No. 14-cr-00432 (E.D. Va. filed Oct. 23, 2014); United States v. Roy, 781 
F.3d 416 (8th Cir. March 23, 2015); United States v. Callahan, Nos. 14–3771, 14–3772 (6th Cir. Sept. 8, 2015); United States v. Travis, No.
2:16-cr-20227 (E.D. Mich. filed Mar. 31, 2016); United States v. Edwards, No. 17-cr-00907 (D.S.C. filed Oct. 4, 2017).
15 Federal civil trafficking cases include Frankenfield v. Strong, No. 12-cv-00054 (M.D. Tenn. filed June 22, 2012); EEOC v. Hill Country
Farms, Inc., No. 13-2796 (8th Cir. 2014); Smith v. Edwards, No. 15-cv-4612 (D.S.C. filed Nov. 16, 2015). A state case relying on federal law
alleging trafficking of young men with disabilities for forced prostitution was brought in Connecticut. Doe v. Bemer, No. 17-5032760 (Conn.
Fairfield at Bridgeport Sup. Ct.).
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WHAT IS CHILD SEX 
TRAFFICKING?
Child sex trafficking occurs when a child under 18 
is involved in a commercial sex act where sex is 
traded for money, food, shelter, drugs or anything 
else of value. This crime is occurring in all types 
of communities throughout the United States and 
traffickers are making an alarming profit while 
victims endure countless days and nights of rape, 
abuse, torture and violence.

It’s important to remember that even if the child 
believes it was his or her choice, they are a victim, 
and an adult or perpetrator is exploiting their 
vulnerabilities. A child cannot consent to sex with 
an adult. As such there is no such thing as child 
prostitution and that phrase should never be used 
when referring to child sex trafficking.

HOW TO KEEP 
YOUR CHILD SAFE
One of the most important things you can do to 
protect your child is to create an environment in 
which he or she feels comfortable talking with 
you. Open communication is key. Help make your 
children more aware by explaining the dangers 
of sex trafficking and by challenging myths and 
misconceptions that glamorize commercial sex. 
This includes having conversations with them 
about online safety and how traffickers/pimps use 
social networking sites and apps to mask not only 
their appearance but also their true intentions 
while recruiting new victims.

Do you trust the people with whom your child 
interacts? KNOWING who your child is with is 
always crucial to protecting his or her safety. 
Also, it’s very important to MONITOR what your 
child does and who your child is interacting with 
on the internet.

Lastly, if something doesn’t seem right, 
ASK QUESTIONS!

A Guide for
Parents & 
Guardians

KNOW THE WARNING SIGNS
Children frequently do not reveal their victimization because they’re being manipulated by a 
trafficker who has physical and psychological control over them, or out of the shame and guilt that 
may exist as a result of their exploitation. Parents and guardians should familiarize themselves with 
some of the indicators of child sex trafficking, including:

 � A HISTORY OF RUNNING AWAY OR 
CURRENT STATUS AS A RUNAWAY;

 � Large amounts of cash, multiple 
cell phones or hotel keys;

 � Tattoos or branding related to 
money or ownership and/or the 
child is unwilling to explain;

 � Signs of current physical abuse and/or 
multiple sexually transmitted diseases;

 � Presence of, or communication with, a 
controlling older boyfriend or girlfriend;

 � Gang involvement, 
especially among girls;

 � Travel to other states or staying at 
hotels when he or she runs away.

CHILD SEX 
TRAFFICKING 
IN AMERICA:

7
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HOW DOES A CHILD 
BECOME A VICTIM?
Child sex trafficking victims could be anyone – 
your daughter, neighbor, or nephew. Traffickers 
recruit victims in schools, online through social 
media, at shopping malls, bus stations or even 
foster care or group homes. Perpetrators of sex 
trafficking often target children believing their age 
makes them easier to manipulate and control.

While any child can be targeted by a trafficker, 
research has shown that traffickers often target 
children with increased vulnerabilities, including:

• A history of sexual abuse. Traffickers will work 
to identify any vulnerability in a child’s life and 
use that to create a closer bond to the child 
and to maintain future control;

• A history of running away or current status as a 
runaway; and

• An unstable home life and/or involvement in 
the child welfare or foster care system.

Pimps/traffickers may entice children using 
physical and psychological manipulation and 
sometimes violence. They will create a seemingly 
loving or caring relationship with his or her victim 
to establish trust and allegiance that remains even 
in the face of severe victimization.

WHO ARE THE 
PERPETRATORS?
Traffickers can be anyone who profits from the 
selling of a child for sex to a buyer, including: 
family members, foster parents, friends, gangs, 
trusted adults, or “boyfriends.”

Much of the trafficking of children has moved from 
street corners and truck stops to the internet, 
where children are sold for sex. Online classified 
sites allow traffickers and buyers anonymity and 
accessibility when exploiting children. Further, 
societal glamorization of “pimp culture” may 
make a child less likely to recognize or be wary of 
manipulative behavior.

In some cases, there is no identified trafficker, and 
it is the person buying sex from the child who is 
exploiting the child’s vulnerabilities. For instance, 
if a child runs away, a buyer may exploit the child’s 
need for food and shelter offering to provide that 
in exchange for sex.

A child cannot consent to being bought and 
sold for sex, and anyone purchasing sex from a 
child is committing a serious crime.

If a child is missing, the child’s legal 
guardian should immediately call law 
enforcement and then the National 

Center for Missing & Exploited Children 
at 1-800-THE-LOST® (1-800-843-5678).

If you suspect a case of 
CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING, 

you can call 1-800-THE-LOST® or 
make a report at CyberTipline.org

Of the nearly 26,300 runaways reported to NCMEC in 2019, 
1 in 6 were likely victims of child sex trafficking.

8



Child Sex 
Trafficking 

Identification 
Resource

It is the responsibility of child-
serving professionals to identify 

possible indicators of child sex 
trafficking instead of relying on 

the child for disclosure. Due to the 
sophisticated recruitment tactics, 

manipulation, trauma bonds, 
and threats used by traffickers 
and buyers, children are often 

unable to immediately disclose or 
recognize their own victimization.

Child Sex Trafficking
Under the federal Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act,1 child sex trafficking is defined as the 
recruitment, harboring, transportation, 
provision, obtaining, patronizing, or soliciting a 
child under 18 years of age for the purpose of a 
commercial sex act.

This means that any child, 17 years of age or 
younger, who is involved in a commercial sex 
act, including prostitution, is a victim of sex 
trafficking. The commercial exchange can 
include, but is not limited to, money, food, 
shelter, and/or drugs. Regardless of whether or 
not the child has identified a trafficker that child 
is still a victim. A child is not able to consent to 
being bought or sold. Because state laws may 
differ in how child sex trafficking is defined, you 
should review your state laws to see what laws 
may be applicable.

Recruitment
Technology has changed the way traffickers 
target and recruit children. Traffickers will often 
seize any available opportunity to seek out a 
potential victim including in-person tactics at 
malls, bus stops, walking to and from school, 
and outside of group homes. However, the 
majority of traffickers now recruit children online 
through social networking apps and sites and 
use the information obtained through these 
methods to relate to, and build trust with, 
children more quickly.

1 22 U.S.C. § 7102(10) (originally enacted as Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000, Pub. L. 106-386, § 103, 114 Stat. 1464, 1470 (2000) and 
amended by Justice for Victims of Trafficking Act of 2015, Pub. L. 114-22, § 108, 129 Stat. 227, 238 (2015)).

2 Institute of Medicine and National Research Council, Confronting Commercial Sexual Exploitation and Sex Trafficking of Minors in the United States 
10 (2013); see also Linda A. Smith, Samantha Healy Vardaman, & Melissa A. Snow, The National Report on Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking: America’s 
Prostituted Children (2009).

3 See International Association of Chiefs of Police, Toolkit: Child Sex Trafficking: A Training for Frontline Officers (2014); see also Smith, et al., supra note 2.

Risk Factors2

While any child can be targeted by a trafficker, 
research has shown that traffickers often target 
children with increased vulnerabilities, including:

• Children who are chronically missing or
who frequently run away (especially 3+
missing incidents);

• Children who have experienced childhood
sexual abuse, especially if the abuse was
unreported or unaddressed, or resulted in the
child being removed from the home;

• Children who have experienced prior sexual
assault or rape;

• Children with significant substance abuse issues
or who live with someone who has significant
substance abuse issues; and

• Children who identify as LGBTQ and/or have
been kicked out or who have been stigmatized
by their family.

Indicators of Child Sex 
Trafficking Victims3

Some indicators to help law enforcement and 
other child-serving professionals determine 
if a child may be at-risk or is currently being 
recruited or exploited through possible child 
sex trafficking are listed on the next page. 
While no single indicator confirms the existence 
of child sex trafficking, several indicators 
combined can increase the likelihood that a 
child is being exploited or is actively being 
targeted and recruited.

MissingKids.org
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Behavioral Indicators

 � Child has significant change in behavior, 
including increased virtual behavior (e.g., 
online activity/profiles) or who associates with 
new groups of online friends/older friends;

 � Child avoids answering questions or lets others 
speak for him or her;

 � Child appears frightened, resistant, or 
belligerent to law enforcement;

 � Child lies about his or her age and identity;

 � Child looks to others before answering 
questions;

 � Child does not ask for help or resists offers to 
get out of the situation (child does not self-
identify as a victim);

 � Child seems coached in talking to law 
enforcement;

 � Child uses prostitution-related terms, such as 
“Daddy,” “The Life,” “The Game,” and/or

 � Child is preoccupied with “getting money” 
(e.g., displaying photos of cash).

Copyright © 2020 National Center for Missing & Exploited Children. All rights reserved.

Physical Indicators

 � Child has no identification (or ID is held by 
another person);

 � Multiple children with unrelated adult 
male(s) or female(s);

 � Child has sexual paraphernalia (such as bulk 
condoms or lubrication);

 � Evidence of travel (child is living out of 
suitcases, at motels, or in a car);

 � Child has a name or symbol tattooed, burned 
or branded onto his or her body, particularly 
when coupled with the child’s reluctance to 
explain the tattoo or when the child’s tattoo 
matches other children’s tattoos;

 � Child references traveling to other cities or 
states or is not from the current location; 
the child may also lack knowledge of his or 
her travel plans, destination, and/or his or 
her current location;

 � Child has large amounts of cash or pre-paid 
credit cards;

 � Child has hotel keys, hotel receipts or other 
items from hotel/motel;

 � Presence of an overly controlling or abusive 
“boyfriend” or older female;

 � Children recovered at hotels, street tracks, 
truck stops, or strip clubs;

 � Child has multiple cell phones and/or 
electronic devices;

 � Child has notebooks or slips of paper 
containing phone numbers, dollar amounts, 
names, or addresses;

 � Child has items or an appearance that does 
not fit his or her current situation (e.g., a 
homeless or runaway child who has money, 
electronics, new clothes or shoes, and who 
has his or her hair or nails done);

 � Child references online classified ads or 
escort websites (child-serving professionals 
are encouraged to research classified ads or 
escort websites as these sites change and are 
sometimes geographically specific);

 � Child references traveling job opportunities 
(including modeling, singing and/or dancing 
in a music group or magazine sales crews); 
and/or

 � Child has unaddressed medical issues or 
who goes to the ER or clinic alone, or with an 
unrelated female.

If you suspect a case of 
CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING, 

you can call 1-800-THE-LOST® or 
make a report at CyberTipline.org

Of the more than 26,300 endangered runaways reported to NCMEC in 2019,

1 out of 6 were likely child sex trafficking victims.
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Human Trafficking During Disasters: Addressing Vulnerabilities & Building Resilience

UUNNCCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDD  

NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION  
THREAT INTELLIGENCE CONSORTIUM 

Intelligence Bulletin 

February 5, 2020 

Product No. 2020-02-004 
NTIC SIN No. 6 | HSEC No. 6 

UUNNCCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDD  

Traffickers are likely to continue recruiting and exploiting vulnerable populations during times of disaster—
including hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, and fires in multiple dwellings—in order to profit from victims’ 
displacement and lack of resources. According to Polaris, a nonprofit that tracks and combats human trafficking, 
traffickers often target and recruit victims at shelters and aid centers intended for disaster relief. Polaris notes that 
homelessness, poverty, unemployment, delayed income, and lack of resources make disaster survivors vulnerable
to trafficking recruitment. 

• According to the Southern Poverty Law Center, the largest
labor trafficking case in US history occurred following
Hurricane Katrina. A marine services company hired nearly
500 Indian men to rebuild damaged oil rigs on the Gulf Coast,
charging them $10,000 to $20,000 in recruitment fees, while
promising permanent US residency in exchange. In reality, the
workers never received green cards and the company charged
them more than $1,000 per month to live in guarded labor
camps.

• According to Children at Risk (C@R), a Texas research and
advocacy nonprofit, online sex ads doubled from an average
150 ads per day to 350 per day following Hurricane Harvey,
which hit Texas and Louisiana in 2017. Many ads were
featured on the classified advertisement site Backpage.com
and implied sex in exchange for shelter. According to C@R’s
Staff Attorney, the nonprofit posted its own ads on
Backpage.com to increase awareness and deter potential
buyers on the website.

• Following Hurricane Harvey, the City of Houston Mayor’s
Office launched an anti-human trafficking effort to raise
public awareness about the nexus between disasters and the
increase in sex and labor trafficking. The initiative provided
residents information on recruitment tactics at shelters and
via social media, warning citizens about false promises of
jobs and money.

To build personal and community resilience, the NTIC encourages the public to engage in emergency planning 
and preparedness and to increase their awareness about human trafficking indicators and red flags. The chart 
below contains factors that contribute to increased vulnerability to trafficking in a post-disaster situation. The list 
of preparedness tips below are designed to help community members combat human trafficking and increase
personal resilience.

Online Craigslist advertisements following 
Hurricane Harvey

(Source: Public Radio International)
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For additional resources, visit FEMA – Preparing for Disaster, DHS – Prepare My Family for a Disaster, Red 
Cross – How to Prepare for Emergencies, and UNICEF USA.

What makes 
us and our 

communities 
vulnerable 

during times 
of disaster?

Pre-Existing 
and 

Compounded 
Vulnerabilities

Natural disasters amplify the susceptibilities and poor conditions already 
existing in communities. Disaster survivors face multiple levels of vulnerability,
including pre-existing and disaster related. Families can lose their homes, jobs, 
and transportation overnight leaving them vulnerable to exploitation because of 
their limited options to meet immediate basic needs.

Orphans and 
Separated 
Children

Minors who are separated from their families or caregivers are even more 
vulnerable due to their likely inability to distinguish between an adult who 
genuinely wants to help and those looking to exploit them. Orphaned and 
separated children tend to be more trusting of adults following trauma, such as 
natural disasters. Additionally, schools and childcare centers often close during 
a disaster, eliminating the usual child protection systems in place. 

Displacement
and 

Homelessness

Post-disaster, families are often forced to relocate. Those unable to stay with 
friends or family are often housed in shelters or migrate to neighboring cities
and counties. When previous social and civic safety networks—such as 
friends, neighbors, faith communities, and public infrastructure—disappear, 
displaced families may have a difficult time recovering, leading to desperation.
Traffickers often recruit people from shelters, offering basic supplies, money, 
and “jobs.” If documentation—such as medical other records—are lost in the 
disaster, it may be difficult to track displaced disaster survivors.

Limited Rescue 
Resources

With resources focused primarily on initial rescue efforts, attention to longer 
term recovery may be neglected. This increases the risk of human trafficking
especially of residents in rural, remote areas.

How Can We Build Up Our Personal and Community Resiliency
• Increase family and friends’ awareness of the risk of human trafficking—both sex and labor—by talking about

the issue.
• If you want to help, only donate to and volunteer with organizations serving vulnerable populations that have

been properly vetted by reputable institutions, such as local government agencies.
• Prepare yourself, family, friends, pets, and your community for disasters. Go to Ready.DC.gov and

Smart911.com.
• Have a “Go-Bag” packed and ready to go that includes important documents, water, non-perishable food,

medication, and cash.
• Assist vulnerable populations in your community with disaster planning and post-disaster relief. Low-income

families and other disenfranchised communities are often disproportionately affected when disasters occur.
• Talk to your family about trusted partners/locations—the people or places to seek assistance or refuge if

family members are separated.
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Raising Awareness About the Overlooked Issue of Labor Trafficking
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For more information, visit: National Human Trafficking Resource Center: Labor Trafficking 
Case by Industry in the United States and US Department of Homeland Security’s Blue 

Campaign: Labor Trafficking Awareness Videos

While recent media coverage of child sex trafficking arrests has raised public awareness, 
incidents of labor trafficking largely go unreported because they tend to fall beneath the 
public and media’s radar. Labor trafficking occurs when a trafficker uses force, fraud, or 
coercion to manipulate and exploit another person for labor and services. According to the US 
Department of Justice, labor trafficking includes cases of “involuntary servitude, peonage, debt 
bondage, or slavery.”

• According to the Human Trafficking Legal
Center, as of November 2019, there have been
nine criminal cases and 14 civil cases brought
against traffickers in the District. The civil cases
involved domestic servitude and forced labor.

• According to the National Human Trafficking
Hotline, of the 1,249 labor trafficking cases
reported in 2018, domestic work, agriculture,
traveling sales crews, restaurants and food
services, and illicit activities accounted for the
top venues and industries. In 2018, there were
639 cases with joint sex and labor trafficking.

• According to The Human Trafficking Institute’s
2018 Federal Human Trafficking Report, the
most common form of forced labor and 
trafficking was domestic work. In more than half of the cases in 2018, traffickers used 
threats of deportation to coerce and exploit individuals for labor and services.

Labor Trafficking Indicators
While no single indicator confirms labor trafficking, the presence of several raises the

likelihood of forced labor and exploitation.
Work Conditions Physical Appearance Abnormal Behavior 

• Works in a hazardous or
unsafe setting;

• Individual does not have
control over his/her
paycheck, ID, and other
documentation;

• Individual lacks
understanding of
community, job schedule,
and where they live; and

• Appears malnourished,
dehydrated, sleep deprived,
and/or in poor health;

• Has poor mental and/or
dental health;

• Has unexplained injuries,
such as, burn marks, cuts,
bruises, and swelling;

• Appears to have injuries
and/or medical conditions that 
are untreated; and

• Appears fearful, nervous, or
anxious;

• Avoids eye contact;
• Refers to another person or

third party for answers to
questions;

• Provides scripted or
rehearsed responses;

• Appears frightened of law
enforcement; and

Labor trafficking occurs in all career sectors
(Source: Truckers Against Trafficking)
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• Appears to be living at the
work site and/or the area
appears to have unreasonable
security measures in place.

• Poor hygiene. • Seems isolated from family
and friends.

Report Suspicious Activity
• For immediate threats or emergencies call 911.
• To report in progress non-emergency suspicious activity or behavior, call (202)727-

9099 or report online at iWATCH.
• To report a human trafficking incident, call the National Human Trafficking Hotline at

(888) 373-7888 or text “HELP” or “INFO” to 233733.
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For more information, visit: National Center for Missing and Exploited Children – Get Help Now: Amber 
Alerts and US Department of Justice’s Office of Justice Programs – AMBER Alert

As National AMBER Alert Awareness Month concludes, the NTIC encourages the public to 
stay informed and subscribe to relevant notification programs, including the Wireless 
Emergency Alerts program (WEA)—the primary way to receive AMBER Alerts. The AMBER
Alert system is named after Amber Hagerman, a nine-year-old girl who was murdered after 
being abducted in Texas in 1996. It is operational in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, 
Puerto Rico, and the US Virgin Islands. Several countries around the world have also created 
their own AMBER Alert programs.  

• Alerts are triggered when a child, 17 or younger, is abducted and meets the
criteria of the AMBER Alert program: the child is in imminent danger of
serious bodily injury or death; there is sufficient identifiable information
about the incident for law enforcement to disseminate to the public (age,
gender, clothing last seen wearing, vehicles involved, last known location,
etc.); and the child’s information has been put into the National Crime
Information Center database.

• Law enforcement sorts AMBER alerts into four categories: endangered
runaways, family abduction, non-family abduction, and lost, injured, or
otherwise missing. According to the National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children, in the rare cases of a stranger abducting a child, children
are most often targeted traveling to and from school.

• According to the US Department of Justice, 967 children have been
successfully recovered as of September 2019—including 58 recoveries as a
direct result of the WEA program pushing out AMBER Alerts. Successful
recoveries include cases where individuals identified the abducted child
and/or vehicle based on an AMBER Alert and then notified law enforcement.

How Do I Receive AMBER Alert Notifications and Stay Informed?
Most data-enabled devices and wireless phones are set up to receive primary alerts through the 

WEA program. Please contact your phone provider if you experience issues.

The WEA program is a public safety alert system that pushes out warning notifications to the public—
in the geographically affected area—about critical emergency situations. Notifications can include: US 
Presidential alerts, AMBER Alerts about missing children, alerts about dangerous inclement weather 
conditions, and other imminent threats to life and safety. WEA also provides recommendations on 
how citizens can remain safe (i.e. shelter-in-place alerts).

Citizens who use social media platforms, such as Facebook and Twitter, are encouraged to “Like” and 
“Follow” AMBER Alert pages and accounts to receive secondary AMBER alert notifications. Users 
are also able to share notifications and posts with their online friends and followers. 

Example of a 
Facebook AMBER 
Alert notification

(Source: AdWeek)
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DC Not Immune from Human Trafficking and Child Exploitation 

School faculty and administrators should be on the lookout and report “red flags” of human 
trafficking and child exploitation; doing so can prevent trafficking and even save lives. Child 
predators often target children and young adults online and through social media applications, 
attempting to befriend potential victims before luring them into an exploitative relationship. 
Victims of human trafficking are difficult to identify, and many cases likely go unnoticed and 
unreported. 

• The National Human Trafficking Hotline (NHTH)
notes in 2018, 84 cases1 of human trafficking were
reported to the hotline involving the District of
Columbia. Sex trafficking and labor trafficking
accounted for 88 percent of the cases reported in the
District.

• In July 2019, authorities announced the arrest of five
people involved in a sex trafficking ring in various
parts of the District. Between April 25 and May 16,
the perpetrators knowingly recruited and coerced
children to perform commercial sex acts—any sex act
where something of value is given to or received by
any person. They have all been charged with “Sex
Trafficking of Children.”

• Various government and non-governmental
organizations provide resources and trainings to
help the public raise awareness and identify signs of
human trafficking. The links to these resources can
be found below:

Additional Resources:

• National Human Trafficking Hotline (NHTH)
• National Human Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC)
• National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC)
• United to End Human Trafficking (UNITAS)
• DC Victim Hotline

1 According to the NHTH, cases are defined as situations of human trafficking that involve one or more victims.

(Source: Karl A. Racine, Attorney 
General for the District of Columbia)
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Please note, while dating mobile applications and communication platforms can be exploited for predatory 
intentions this list excludes dating apps.  

Child predators are using popular social media applications to scout and initiate contact with 
potential victims, especially those communication platforms that are popular among a younger 
demographic—under the age of 18. A number of these applications advertise privacy-centric 
features such as end-to-end encrypted messaging, direct messing capabilities, and the ability for 
users to share photos, videos, and their physical location.

• Child predators, after initially contacting and
developing a rapport with victims on one platform,
may convince them to move their communications
to a different platform to isolate them from other
users and make it more difficult for law
enforcement to monitor and track predator activity.

• Although the popularity, features, and usage of communication applications may change
rapidly due to acquisitions and rebranding, the following is a list of applications that are
known to have been used by predators to target minors.

Application Description
Discord

Discord is a messaging platform for the gaming community. In 
2019, suspects leveraged Discord to contact minors for the 
purposes of human trafficking. 

Facebook Facebook is a social media and social networking platform. In
2017, a popular online musician featured on Facebook and 
YouTube leveraged Facebook to convince minors to send him 
sexual videos of themselves.

Kik
Kik is a messaging platform. In 2018, a suspect leveraged Kik to 
send a minor threats after following her from the Live.me 
application and later coerced the victim into sending pictures. 

LiveMe Live.me is a social broadcasting platform. In 2018, a suspect 
leveraged Live.me to threaten a minor and demand nude pictures 
and videos. 

MocoSpace
MocoSpace is social media platform. In 2017, an individual 
leveraged MocoSpace and Facebook to have sex with a minor. 

What is Encryption?
Encryption is the process of 

encoding information so that is 
only accessible to authorized 

parties.
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Omegle Omegle is a video chat platform that pairs random users for a one-
on-one chat session. In 2019, a suspect leveraged Omegle to 
engage in sexual acts with a minor at multiple locations.

ooVoo 
ooVoo is video chat and messaging platform. In 2015, an 
individual leveraged ooVoo to expose himself to two minors. 

Smule Smule is a video karaoke platform. In 2019, an individual 
leveraged Smule to sing while almost naked for a video in an
alleged “Disney” song group. 

Snapchat Snapchat is a social media platform. In 2019, an individual 
leveraged Snapchat to meet with a minor; the individual was later 
charged with Aggravated Kidnapping and Aggravated Sexual 
Assault of a child.

TikTok TikTok is a short video social media platform. In 2019, an 
individual leveraged TikTok to initiate sexual conversations with 
minors. In one case, the individual came to the victim’s residence 
posed as a delivery driver. 

Whisper Whisper is an anonymous social media platform. In 2018, a 
suspect—who was a social studies teacher, coach, and city council 
member—leveraged Whisper to communicate with a minor. 

Parents and guardians are encouraged to check application review sites before downloading such 
as Common Sense Media, Protect Young Eyes and Smart Social.
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Malicious actors seeking to target children and families—including child predators and 
criminals plotting home invasions—could exploit personal information on vehicle bumper 
stickers. Stickers and decals can unintentionally convey information about a driver or a family’s 
geographic location, affiliation with the military or law enforcement, schools children attend, and 
local sports team memberships. Stickers can also reveal personal information such as the number 
of family members, their names, and residential information.

• In April, an Alabama sheriff’s office informed the public about the risks associated with
bumper stickers, offering tips to protect themselves and their families.  An Alabama
police officer noted that several vehicle break-ins were perpetrated by individuals who
admitted to targeting vehicles with specific gun labels.

Drivers are encouraged to keep their bumper stickers generic. The below graphic highlights the 
personal information unintentionally provided in stickers.

Report Suspicious Activity 
For immediate threats or emergencies call 911. Report suspicious activity to the iWatchDC platform.
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• Popular emojis included: the symbol of a growing heart
reportedly indicating a minor child; a cherry or cherry
blossom to reference virginity or breasts; and a crown
highlighting that a minor was under house arrest or
“owned” by a pimp or gang.

Sex traffickers’ use of Emojis and code words to disguise their efforts to advertise and facilitate their 
activities, particularly the trafficking of children, are impeding law enforcement efforts to detect 
them. Even as law enforcement begins to uncover this hidden language, traffickers likely will 
develop new ways and vehicles to contact future sex buyers to avoid detection. Emojis are small 
digital images or icons used to express an idea or emotion in electronic communication, such as texting 
or instant messaging. Sex traffickers in the National Capital Region (NCR) and throughout the United 
States particularly target vulnerable youth—both boys and girls—on social media applications, online 
dating forums, or through advertisements online, and then coerce them into the commercial sex 
industry.

• Sex traffickers also use code words, slang and abbreviations to communicate with the victims they
exploit and potential sex buyers. For example, a ‘lot lizard,’ describes a victim being trafficked at
truck stops and ‘GFE’ is short for a girlfriend experience and means advertising multiple sex acts
without a condom.

Emojis (Source: The San Diego Union-Tribune)

Report Suspicious Activity 
• For immediate threats or emergencies call 911.
• To report in progress non-emergency suspicious activity or behavior, call (202)727-9099 or report

online at iWATCH.
• To report a human trafficking incident, call the MPD/FBI Child Exploitation Task Force at (202)

576-6768, OR
• Report an incident to the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children CyberTipline.

• In 2017, researchers from San Diego State University’s Information Systems program analyzed
8,000 online ads, discovering emojis were the primarily used to convey the type of sex services for
sale, the age of the person being trafficked and the ability of the victim to travel.

• According to the Roy Maas Youth Alternatives—a youth
advocacy program—sometimes emojis are combined to
reveal full sentences. For example, a rose, camcorder,
growing heart, jet plane, and crown translates to ‘to pay
money to record having sex with an underage person who
is being trafficked by a pimp.’

Use of Emojis to Market Victims of Online Sex Trafficking 

National Capital Region 
Threat Intelligence Consortium
Intelligence Bulletin Product No. 2019-07-023

NTIC SIN NO. 6 | HSEC No. 6

February 5, 2020
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Use of Emojis to Market Victims of Online Sex Trafficking 

Anatomy Individuals Sexual Acts Technology Miscellaneous

Buttocks

Minor Under 
House Arrest or 

Pimp
Sexual 

Intercourse
Send X-rated 

Photos Condom

Penis Pimp or Money Oral Sex
Make an X-rated 

Video
Dollars or “The 

Prize”

Testicles Child/Child-like Male Erection X-rated Video
Attractive or 

Sexy

Vagina Child Virgin Male Ejaculation X-rated Chat
Temporarily in 

town

Breasts, Virgin, 
and/or 

Child/Child-like
Pair of trafficked 

girls
Female 

Orgasm/Orgasm
Seeing something 

X-rated
Cocaine & 

MDMA

UUNNCCLLAASSSSIIFFIIEEDD
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Be Aware and Report Suspected Incidents of Human Trafficking 
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As July 30, “World Day Against Trafficking in Persons,” approaches, the NTIC encourages 
the public to be aware of the signs of human trafficking, raise awareness, and report suspected 
incidents. Sex trafficking is widely underreported due to a lack of awareness and the 
underground nature of the crime. As a result, residents of the District and National Capital 
Region (NCR) who see the common indicators and red flags detailed below should not hesitate 
to report their suspicions to law enforcement. 

• Traffickers frequently target runaway and homeless youth, as well as
victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, or social discrimination. The
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children (NCMEC) estimates
that in 2018 about 15 percent of the more than 23,500 endangered
runaways nationwide became victims of child sex trafficking. Nationally
the average age of a victim is 15. Historically, most victims of sex
trafficking have been female, but the number of male victims is
increasing, jumping from one to five percent of victims reported within
the past two years, according to NCMEC.

• In the first six months of 2018, the National Human Trafficking Hotline
received 43 reports of human trafficking in the District. However, the
NTIC assesses there were probably more victims and incidents in the
District due to the public’s lack of awareness regarding indicators
and red flags. According to a 2016 study of human trafficking in the 
District, most victims were black females in their teens and 20s. 

• In May, law enforcement arrested two traffickers in two major human trafficking cases
involving minors in the District. In one case, the trafficker recruited underage victims
with the promise of earning $1,000 a day by stripping and sex “dates” with customers.
The individual was charged in DC District Court with Sex Trafficking of Children; Sex
Trafficking by Force, Fraud, Or Coercion; and Obstruction of Justice charges.

Sex Trafficking Indicators 
While no single indicator confirms child sex trafficking, the presence of several raises the 

likelihood of child exploitation.
• Possessing tattoos on the neck or lower back that the child is reluctant to explain;
• Coping with an overly controlling or abusive partner;
• Hanging out with older males—often referred to as “boyfriend” or “daddy”;
• Having unexplained money and expensive gifts, particularly cellphones;
• Frequently running away from school and home;
• Being on the street unsupervised at night;
• Appearing malnourished or having poor physical/dental health;
• Lacking documentation/identification;
• Avoiding social interaction and authority figures (i.e. school resource officers);

(Source: United Nations)
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• Possessing a hotel/motel key card;
• Dressing inappropriately for their surroundings and/or the weather; and
• Acting in scripted or rehearsed manner and/or avoiding eye contact.

Report Suspicious Activity 
• For immediate threats or emergencies call 911.
• To report in progress non-emergency suspicious activity or behavior, call (202)727-9099 or

report online at iWATCH.
• To report a human trafficking incident, call the MPD/FBI Child Exploitation Task Force at

(202) 576-6768, OR
• Report an incident to the National Center for Missing & Exploited Children CyberTipline.
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The number of sex advertisements posted online continues to rise despite the closure of 
Backpage.com and federal legislation targeting online sex trafficking. Federal authorities 
shutdown Backpage.com—which was the single largest online market for commercial sex—
and introduced new legislation in April 2018, but smaller websites have moved into the space 
increasing overall sex advertisements.

• The federal “Fight Online Sex Trafficking Act and Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers Act”
(FOSTA-SESTA) hold web providers liable for posting content related to sex trafficking.
Following passage of FOSTA-SESTA, the volume of online sex ads dropped at least 60
percent between April and July of 2018, according to open media reports.

• However, recent data indicate there were 9 percent more online sex ads posted daily in
the September to October 2018 time period on leading US-based escort websites—some
146,000 ads—than were posted in March 2018, a month before federal authorities closed
Backpage.com, according to Marinus Analytics, a private analytics company.

• Websites, such as Escort Babylon, USA Adult Classifieds, and Doublelist, which had
temporarily suspended operations after Backpage.com’s collapse, are back in operation.
Smaller websites, including Adlist24, AdultWork, VivaStreet, Cityxguide,
SeekingArrangement, Sugar-Babies are also taking advantage of business once
dominated by Backpage.com.

On April 6, 2018 Backpage.com was seized by the FBI and other federal agencies
(Source: WTSP-News)

NTIC SIN No. 6 | HSEC No. 6 
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Additional Resources: Human Trafficking & High-Risk Threats to Children 
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For additional resources please refer to the links and contact information listed below.
How to Report and Receive Help: Local and National Hotlines

If you or someone you know is in immediate danger, call 911.

DC Victim Hotline (provides free confidential, around-the-clock information and referrals for victims 
of ALL CRIME in the District of Columbia): Call or text (844) 4HELPDC or (844) 443-5732.

DC iWatch Suspicious Activity Reporting Tool: Submit a report at iwatchdc.org/ or call (202) 727-
9099.

National Center for Missing & Exploited Children Hotline: To report information about a missing 
child, call (800) THE-LOST or (800) 843-5678.

National Center for Missing & Exploited Children Cyber Tip Line: To report child sexual 
exploitation, go to CyberTipline.org.

National Human Trafficking Hotline: Call (888) 373-7888 or text “BeFree”, “HELP”, or “INFO” to 
233733. Help is available in English or Spanish, or in more than 200 additional languages through an 
on-call interpreter.

Sex and Labor Trafficking Awareness Resources and Trainings 
Men Can Stop Rape Nameless Documentary (addresses child sex trafficking in Washington, DC, 
and at-large. Through interviews with experts, advocates, and activists, child sex trafficking is 
reframed as a form of sexual violence that is often made invisible): To view, click here.

DC Human Trafficking Task Force (was formed in 2004 to increase the prosecution of traffickers 
while identifying and serving the victims of this horrific crime): For additional resources and 
membership information, click here.

US Department of Homeland Security’s Blue Campaign (national public awareness campaign to 
educate the public, law enforcement, and industry partners to recognize indicators of human 
trafficking, and how to appropriately respond to possible cases): Click here for more resources. 

Polaris Project (nonprofit, non-governmental organization that works to combat and prevent modern-
day slavery and human trafficking): Visit polarisproject.org/resources for more resources. 

Attorney General Karl A. Racine Human Trafficking Fact Sheet (The fact sheet is also available 
in Amharic, Chinese, French, Korean, Vietnamese, and Spanish).: Click here for more information.

Truckers Against Trafficking (exists to educate, equip, empower, and mobilize members of the 
trucking, bus and energy industries to combat human trafficking): Click here for more information.
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UNITAS – United to Fight Against Human Trafficking (preventing human trafficking and 
exploitation through education and awareness and to help provide opportunities for survivors to 
thrive): Click here for more information. For UNITAS Comics, click here.

Direct Services for Survivors and Families
Legal Services

Ayuda (provides legal, social, and language services transform the lives of thousands of vulnerable 
immigrants in Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Virginia every year. The only non-profit service 
provider in the area that offers a full range of immigration and family law assistance, social services, 
and language access support for low-income immigrants from anywhere in the world. Specialized 
services focus on “Dreamers,” survivors of human trafficking and domestic violence, LGBTQ 
immigrants, and more.) For more information visit, ayuda.com.

Amara Legal Center (provides free legal services to individuals whose rights have been violated 
while involved in commercial sex): Email info@amaralegal.org or call (240) 257-6492

The Human Trafficking Legal Center (leads national efforts to hold human traffickers accountable 
for their crimes and to raise awareness of victims’ rights. By linking trafficking victims with highly-
skilled pro bono attorneys, The Human Trafficking Legal Center works to obtain criminal 
convictions, criminal restitution, and civil judgments against traffickers): Click here for more 
resources. 

Shelters, Support Groups, & Services
Courtney’s House (safe home that provides survivor support groups, counselling, and therapy to 
boys, girls, and transgender individuals): For survivors by survivors hotline/referrals, call (202) 423-
0480 or inquire at courtneyshouse.org/contact

FAIR Girls’ Vida Home (safe home that exclusively serves young women survivors of sex 
trafficking and labor trafficking aged 18 to 26 in the metro Washington, D.C. area): Fill out a referral 
form here or call the Crisis Referral Line (855) 900-3247 Monday-Friday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm.

Karana Rising (empowering programs developed with survivor leaders focusing on amplifying the 
power of young survivors of all forms of human trafficking, commercial sexual exploitation, and 
exploitation): Call (202) 670-6656 or email andrea@karanarising.com.

Online Safety Information for Children and Families
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children KidSmartz Program (child safety program 
that educates parents, families, and educators about preventing abduction and empowers kids in grades 
K-5 to practice safer behaviors): To learn more go to kidsmartz.org.

National Center for Missing and Exploited Children NetSmartz Program (online safety education 
program that provides age-appropriate videos and activities to help teach children be safe online.
Helps children become more aware of potential online risks with the goal of empowering them to 
prevent victimization by making safer choices on- and offline). For more information, click here.
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